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UNIVERSITY OF

SouTH FLORIDA

COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION
Tampa/Lakeland: Wednesday, December 14, 1994
St. Petersburg: Thursday, December 15, 1994
Fort Myers: Thursday, December 15, 1994
Sarasota: Friday, December 16, 1994
The University of South Florida is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of tlw Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
to a.ward degrees at tlw baccalaureate, master, specialist and doctoral levels, including the Doctor of Medicine.
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University of South Florida
Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota, Lakeland, Fort Myers
USF, the 18th largest university in the United States and the second largest in Florida, is a comprehensive metropolitan research institution that was founded by the State Legislature in 1956. The university opened
its doors to 1,997 students in 1960 in Tampa, its first a nd largest campus.
Since then, USF has added four branch campuses and has expanded to more than 36,000 students. The
university offers nearly 200 undergraduate and advanced degrees, including the Ph.D. in public health and the
M.D. The average SAT score for entering freshmen is nearly 1,050, the average ACT is approximately 23 and the
average grade point average is 3.25. USF students come from all 50 states and some 80 foreign nations. The
student body includes more than 60 national merit and achievement scholars. Nearly one out of every five USF
students is a racial or ethnic minority. The university has nearly 190 affiliated student organizations and clubs,
including 25 fraternities and sororities. Groundbreaking for a fraternity/sorority "row" took place in fall of 1993.
Roughly 1,900 faculty and some 2,860 full-time staff work for USF. More than 70 percent of the faculty
hold doctorate or terminal degrees. Sponsored research by USF faculty has grown rapidly in recent years, up from
$20 million a nnually in the late 1980s to a record high of$85 million by the end of fiscal year 1993-94. Faculty
work has gained national and international recognition in the areas of accounting, education, engineering, marine
science, performing and visual arts and medical research- including Alzheimer's disease, immunology, cancer and
nutrition. USF also has 45 endowed chairs in a variety of disciplines ranging from architecture to swallowing
disorders. Faculty serve in nine colleges: Arts and Sciences, Business Administration, Education, Engineering,
Fine Arts, Medicine, New College, Nursing and Public Health.
The Tampa campus still serves as the main campus, and boasts an enrollment of more than 28,000. USF
St. Petersburg was established second, followed by USF Sarasota, USF Fort Myers and USF Lakeland. All told,
the university owns 1,904 acres, 1,700 of which make up the Tampa campus. More than 300 buildings are spread
across the five campuses, with ongoing new construction and expansion of existing facilities pushing the total
higher every year.
New College, the State's honors college at USF Sarasota, was named the nation's best value among both
public and private institutions in 1994 by Money magazine's special "Money Guide" issue. It was also named the
best small liberal arts college in the country. USF Tampa boasts an outstanding four-year honors program and
honors dorm. First-year students entering that program bring an average GPA of 3.75 and an average SAT score
approaching 1,300.
Graphicstudio, USF's cutting-edge art studio and reproduction facility, is the only university art program
to have its collection archived at Washington's National Gallery of Art. USF's S uncoast Area Teacher Training
Program is one of the nation's five most innovative teaching programs, as rated by the Educational Testing
Service. USF St. Petersburg is home to the U.S. Geological Survey Coastal Erosion Center and the Florida
Institute of Oceanography, both nationally leading institutions in the area of marine science research. And USF
medical faculty run Tampa General Hospital's Levell Trauma Center, one of the most advanced emergency
facilities of its kind in Florida. Besides Tampa General, the College of Medicine has affiliation agreements with
four area hospitals.
USF athletic teams have charted strong success in recent years, winning nine of 14 Sun Belt Conference
Commissioner's Cups before joining the Metro Conference in 1991. The men's basketball team has participated in
the NCAA and NIT tournaments. The USF student newspaper, the Oracle, has consistently been voted "best U.S.
college daily in the Southeast" by the Society of Professional Journalists.
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Betty Castor
President, University of South Florida
Still in her first year as the president of the University of South Florida,
Betty Castor is the first woman to head one of the largest comprehensive
research universities in the United States. Since taking office in January, she
has directed her energies to areas such as library enhancement, an aging studies
program, increasing faculty and staff salaries and making USF a more studentcentered institution.
President Castor comes to the leadership ofUSF during a period of great
expansion and growing academic reputation. With its more than 36,000 students, five campuses and a growing health sciences complex, USF has become
one of the nation's largest and most dynamic universities.
Under President Castor, this new academic year has brought unprecedented change with new programs, buildings, faculty, staff and students dramatically transforming America's 18th largest university.
USF's student body continues to expand. Minority enrollment continues to
increase, with 33 percent of the freshman class and 20 percent of the overall student population now comprised of AfricanAmericans, Hispanics, Asians and other ethnic groups. Students come from more than 80 countries and all 50 states.
To better serve students, more than $36.4 million in construction and renovation projects are planned or scheduled
to be completed during the year at USF's Tampa campus. Projects already completed include: the Argos Food Court,
located in the on-campus residence area; an expansion of food services facilities at the Phyllis P. Marshall Center; a
sandwich store and renovations in Cooper Hall; an expansion of recreation facilities at the Sun Dome and USF Gymnasium; a vastly improved front entrance Campus Information Center; and the extension of Alumni Drive that will help
traffic flow more smoothly near the College of Business Administration and the S un Dome. Moreover, some $52 million in
additional construction projects are set to get under way and be completed by mid-1997.
New funding from the state Legislature has enabled USF to improve services at the library, as well. Hours have
been extended, the interlibrary loan program has been expanded to include undergraduate students, and two new library
computer labs are expected to open where students can learn to use data bases and Internet.
More than 10 years in the making, USF's revamped liberal arts curriculum went into effect in the summer of 1994.
Courses that meet the liberal arts education guidelines include five "dimensions": values and ethics, international, race
and ethnicity, environmental and gender. Faculty who developed the curriculum say it will better prepare students as
critical thinkers, well-suited to meet the demands of the 21st century- both in the workplace and in their private lives.

ACADEMIC OFFICERS
Betty F. Castor
Michael G. Kovac
Melvin Anderson
MaxDertke
Donna Dickerson
Marvin R. Dunn
H. William Heller
Phillip Marty
David C. McCormick
Gordon E. Michalson
George R. Newkome
James L. Pappas
Steve Permuth
Judith A. Plawecki
Yvonne Ralston
Alexander Ratensky
Rollin Richmond
David P. Schenck
Stuart Silverman
John L. Smith
Richard Taylor

President
Interim Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs
Interim Dean, Engineering
Dean, Florida Mental Health Institute
Interim Dean, Graduate School
Interim Vice President, Health Sciences and Dean, Medicine
Dean, St. Petersburg Campus
Interim Dean, Public Health
Dean, Fort Myers Campus
Dean and Warden, New College
Vice President, Research
Dean, Business Administration
Dean, Education
Dean, Nursing
Director, Lakeland Campus
Associate Dean/Director, Master of Architecture Program
Dean, Arts and Sciences
Dean, Sarasota Campus
Interim Dean, Instructional Quality and Innovation
Dean, Fine Arts
Interim Dean, Continuing Education
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THESYMBOLSOFLEARNING
Modern academic regalia evolved from the kinds of apparel worn by monks and students in the eleventh
and twelfth centuries to keep warm in the medieval castles and halls in which they studied.
Academic life as we know it today began in the Middle Ages- first in the church, then in the guilds. The
teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of Arts, and the Bachelor was the apprentice of the Master. Their dress
was the outward sign of stature and responsibility. Academic regalia was thus a visible manifestation- in color
and pattern and design- that unified those of common discipline and like purpose.
In later centuries, to preserve the regalia's dignity and meaning, universities set rules of academic dress.
American universities agreed on a definite system in 1895, establishing a code of approved attire. In 1932, the
American Council on Education revised this code, which, for the most part, governs the style of academic dress
today. The principal features of academic dress are three: the gown, the cap and the hood.

THE GOWN
The gown has become symbolic of the democracy of scholarship, for it completely covers any dress of rank
or social standing. The sleeves of the gown indicate the level of the degree held by the wearer. A long, pointed
sleeve indicates the bachelor's degree. The master's gown has an oblong sleeve cut in an arc, with a slit at either
the upper arm or wrist. The doctor's gown has bell-shaped sleeves and may also have velvet facing and sleeve bars
or chevrons. The trimming may be black, or it may match the degree color on the good edging.

THE CAP
The freed slave in ancient Rome won the privilege of wearing a cap, and so the academic cap is a sign of
the freedom of scholarship and the responsibility and dignity with which scholarship endows the wearer. Old
poetry records the cap of scholarship as a square symbolizing the book, although other authorities claim that it is a
mortar board, the symbol ofthe masons, a privilege guild. The color of the tassel on the cap denotes the discipline.
The tassels on the caps (mortarboards) worn by the faculty may be black or a color indicating the degree.
Those who hold a doctoral degree may wear a gold tassel. It is traditional for degree candidates to wear their
tassels on the right and for those holding degrees to wear them on the left. Graduates transfer their tassels to the
left after conferring of the degrees by the President.

THE HOOD
The hoods are lined with the official colors of the institution conferring the degree and edged and bound
with velvet of the color appropriate for the degree. At USF, the lining of the hood is green with a gold chevron,
representing the university's colors. Among the trimming colors of hoods worn by our faculty today are:
•
•
•
•
•

Apricot- Nursing
Blue (Dark) - Philosophy
Blue (Light) - Education
Brown - Fine Arts
Drab -Business

•
•
•
•
•

Golden Yellow - Science
Green - Medicine
Green (Sage)- Physical Education
Orange - Engineering
Pink- Music

•
•
•
•
•

Purple- Law
Salmon -Public Health
Scarlet - Theology
Violet- Architecture
White -Arts and Letters

THE MEDALLION
The medallions worn by candidates for the bachelor's degree identifies those graduating with honors. The
black hood of a bachelor's candidate indicates a student who has completed graduation requirements for the
University-wide Honors Program or for an individual departmental program.

THE MACE
The Academic Ceremonial Mace, which is closely related to maces used by ecclesiastical and civil authorities, dates back to at least the fourteenth century and is derived from the original battle mace that was designed to
protect a king and was carried by the royal bodyguard. This symbolism of authority and power has been conveyed
to the Academic Mace and signifies the authority of the Chief Executive Officer of the university. The size, shape
and design of academic maces vary tremendously. The most common design has a major shaft that is topped with a
head and an ornament, with the lower end of the shaft having a terminal finial. The University of South Florida's
Mace is made of brass, jade and rosewood and carries on its staff the USF crest. Following the tradition of the
original battle mace, USF's Academic Mace is flanged at its head.
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S~PETERSBURGCAMPUS

____________________

David J. Fischer, Commencement Speaker
Mayor, City of St. Petersburg
Born in Evanston, Illinois, David J. Fischer has been a St. Petersburg
resident since 1960. With a degree in business from Duke University in
1955, Fischer served as a pilot in the United States Air Force from 1956 to
1958. He retired in 1990 from a 32-year career as a chartered municipal
financial consultant and municipal bond dealer.
Committed to the community of St. Petersburg since the mid-1960's,
Mayor Fischer currently serves on the Board of Trustees for Eckerd College,
having served as Chairman of the Board from 1985 to 1987. His participation
with community organizations includes: Chairman, St. Petersburg Environmental Development Commission; President, St. Petersburg Area Chamber of
Commerce; Co-chairman, Community Alliance; Treasurer, Operation PAR:
and Treasurer ofthe United Way of Pinellas County.
Mayor Fischer served as a St. Petersburg Council member from 1975 to
1979 and was Vice Mayor from 1978 to 1979. Elected as Mayor in March
1991, Fischer was re-elected in March 1993 to a four year term as the city's
first Strong Mayor in over 60 years.
Among Mayor Fischer's highest visible accomplishments is the most massive beautification program in the city's
history and a dynamic renaissance of older neighborhoods. He has also been instrumental in preserving the beauty of the
city's waterfront and embracing the presence ofUSF St. Petersburg on Bayboro Harbor.
On the cultural side, Mayor Fischer has led the effort to bring the forthcoming "Treasures of the Czars" exhibition
to St. Petersburg, to open in January 1995. In coordination with the exhibit, USF St. Petersburg and Eckerd College were
awarded a grant from the Florida Humanities Council for the public lecture series, "The Russians: Past and Present,"
January- April1995, in which the city is a sponsor.
In developing St. Petersburg as a center for marine research, Mayor Fischer has supported the work of the United
States Geological Survey's Center for Coastal Geology and Regional Marine Studies on the USF St. Petersburg campus
and has promoted the growth of the Department of Marine Science at USF.
In supporting college athletics, Mayor Fischer was instrumental in the NCAA's selection of the St. Petersburg
ThunderDome as the site of several regional basketball tournaments and the Final Four in March 1999, with the University of South Florida as the host institution.
As USF St. Petersburg celebrates its 30th anniversary, the University recognizes the City of St. Petersburg's "gift" of
47 acres of downtown waterfront property, bringing USF and its services to the residents of Pinellas County, and awards
the President's Distinguished Citizen Award to Mayor David J. Fischer.

The Florida Board of Regents
Charles B. Reed .................... Chancellor
Audrea I. Anderson .............. Fort Myers
Julian Bennett, Jr................ Panama City
Frank Brogan ....................... Commissioner
of Education
Paul Cejas ..... ........ .... ............ Miami
Perla Hantman ................ .. ... Miami Lakes
James F. Heekin, Jr.. ...... ..... Orlando

Elizabeth G. Lindsay ............. Sarasota
Thomas F. Petway III ...........Jacksonville
Carolyn K. Roberts ................ Ocala
Jason Rosenberg ................... Student, UF
Dennis Ross ..................... .. .... Tampa
Steven J. Uhlfelder ................Tallahassee
Welcom H. Watson ................. Fort Lauderdale
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S~PETERSBURGCAMPUS _____________________
ORDER OF EXERCISES
Betty Castor, Presiding

Prelude Concert ..... ........ .............................................. The Triumphant Brass
Pomp and Circumstance
Elgar
Processional.. ............................................................... Kofi R. Glover, Commencement Marshal
National Anthem ...... ...................................... ...... ....... Hepsi D. Zsoldos, Alumna, Marine Science
Welcome ....................................................................... H. William Heller, Campus Executive Officer and Dean
Remarks .......... ...... .......... ...................................... .... ...President Castor
Recognition and Awards
Reflections .. ................................ ................... Austin D. Fall, President
USF St. Petersburg Student Government
Outstanding Seniors .. ........ ........................... Dean Heller
Outstanding Graduate ................................. Frank D. Reinhart, President
Pinellas County Alumni Chapter
King O'Neal Award ....................................... Frank Reinhart
President's Distinguished Citizen Award ... David J. Fischer, Mayor, City of St. Petersburg
Commencement Address .............. .. .................. .... ...... Mayor Fischer
Conferring of Graduate Degrees ...... .......................... President Castor
Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees ........................ President Castor
Closing Remarks .................... .......................... .. ........ . Dean Heller
Alma Mater............. .................................................... .Hepsi Zsoldos
Recessional.. .. ....... .... .............. ..................................... The Triumphant Brass
Trumpet Tune
Purcell

A reception for graduates and their guests will follow in the Campus Activities Center, sponsored by the
USF St. Petersburg Student Government.
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